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Sponsored by the Office of the Dean
College of Mathematics, Natural Sciences and Technology



About the Dean

The Mission

The mission of the CMNST Dean’s Distinguished Lecturer Series is to create 
an environment that is conducive to facilitating a conversation between 
scientists and the community-at-large. This forum is intended to begin a 
discussion about cutting-edge innovations in science and their real-life, 
practical implications, as well as the direction of future innovations.

Dr. Noureddine Melikechi is dean of the College  
of Mathematics, Natural Sciences & Technology  
at DSU. A foremost scientist in the field of laser  
optics, having patented hundreds of techniques  
and innovations, he has also amassed millions  
of dollars for his research, mentoring numerous  
undergraduate and graduate students, and  
post-doctoral research fellows over a 30-plus  
year career.

Dr. Melikechi has a Doctor of Philosophy (D.Phil.) from the College 
of Oxford and has headed and served on numerous advisory boards, 
edited for several peer-reviewed journals, and is sought out to lecture 
the world over. His most recent research has led to involvement in the 
Mars Rover Curiosity with NASA. He is currently overseeing the erection 
of a new state-of-the-art Optics Building on the campus of Delaware 
State University — a project initiated with the support of Delaware’s 
state government. Once completed, this $60 million center will be the 
first of its kind on the campus of a 1890s land-grant institution HBCU. 
It will also be one of the few optics research centers on the East Coast 
of the U.S. The Optics Ph.D. program at DSU, started by Dr. Melikechi,  
is also one of fewer than 10 programs found throughout the world.

Noureddine Melikechi, D. Phil.
Dean, Professor

V.P. for Research, Innovation &
Economic Development

Since its inception in 2010, the series has featured such 
luminaries as Nobel Prize winner Anthony Leggett, 
NASA scientists John Delano and Pamela Conrad, optics 
researcher Anthony Johnson and neuroscientist Emery 
Brown — just to name a few. The purpose of the series is 
to reach out to the citizens of the Dover and surrounding 
communities and inform the public of advances in research 
and innovation in science and technology and how they 
relate to everyday folks’ daily lives.

Informed citizens make better personal decisions.  
By creating a forum for frank, open conversation about 
various health and technology-related alternatives on 
the horizon, individuals are equipped with tools to make 
critical decisions that will impact their quality of life.

Learning about new ideas and new 
discoveries brings with it “Hope”

 that changes one’s paradigm.

It is no secret that the U.S. is in dire need of new pioneers 
to pursue the sciences—and our youth are the key to 
this realization. All of us can help by encouraging youth 
to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics and supporting programs that strengthen 
basic critical thinking and analytic skills.

About the Series

Secondary aims include:

Sign up to 
receive email notification 

of upcoming events at:
http://www.desu.edu/form/cmnst-email-signup

Visit our blog at:
http://dsucmnstcalendar.wordpress.com

Fall 2013 Speakers*:

Oct. 22
Dr. Michael E. Mackay

University of Delaware material science and 
 chemical engineering researcher 

(nanoparticles in polymeric materials)

Nov. 7
Dr. S. James Gates Jr. 
University of Maryland 

National Medal of Science awardee (Theoretical 
Physics and Supersymmetry; science policy)

Nov. 14
Dr. Teri Q. Gray

DuPont Corp.
Delaware Department of Education, President 

(Chemistry research and STEM education)

Nov. 19
 Dr. Adrian Mims

Brookline High School
Founder, The Calculus Project 

(STEM Preparedness)
 

*6 p.m. Public lectures take place in  
Luna I. Mishoe Science Center, Lecture Hall 223

http://www.desu.edu/
mathematics-natural-sciences-and-technology/

cmnst-deans-distinguished-lecturer-series
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